August 27.]
The origin of evil.
133
had often said, that if his letters had been written by one of a more established name, they would have been thought very pretty letters1.'
This morning I introduced the subject of the origin of evil2. JOHNSON. 'Moral evil is occasioned by free will, which implies choice between good and evil. With all the evil that there is, there is no man but would rather be a free agent, than a mere machine without the evil; and what is best for each individual, must be best for the whole. If a man would rather be the machine, I cannot argue with him. He is a different being from me.' HOSWKU.. 'A man, as a machine, may have agreeable sensations; for instance, he may have pleasure in musick.' JOHNSON. ' No, Sir, he cannot have pleasure in musick; at least no power of producing musick; for he who can produce musick may let it alone: he who can play upon a fiddle may break it: such a man is not a machine.' This reasoning satisfied me. It is certain, there cannot be a free agent, unless there is the power of being evil as well as good. We must take the inherent possibilities of things into consideration, in our reasonings or conjectures concerning the works of (ion.
We came to Nairn to breakfast. Though, a county town and a royal burgh, it is a miserable place. Over the room where we sat, a girl was spinning wool with a great wheel, and singing an Er.se song": 'I'll warrant you, (said Dr.
1 Sec ante, i. 528, and fonf, Sept, 22. 1 Sec ante, ii, 94, und /<«•/, ()<:l. 27.
' 'Nairne is the boundary in this direction between the highlands and lowlands,; and until within a few years both English and Gaelic, were spoken here. One of James VI,'H witticisms was to boast that in Scotland he had a town "sue lang that: the folk at the tac: end couldna understand the tongue, spoken at the tother.'" Murray's Handbook for Sentlaml, cd. iKfiy, p. 30^. 'Here,' writes Johnson (Worfa,'\x. 21), 'I first saw peat (ices, and first heard the. Erse language.1 As he heard the girl sinking Kr.se, so Wordsworth thirty years later heard The Solitary Reaper:—
'Yon solitary Highland Lass Reaping and singing by herself.'
Johnson,)ht to have been a remote cause of his resignation. It was a very curious circumstance to see his son listening to the recital of it with so much complacency.'
